Better Blogging for Artists

Reference sheet for creating a blog-powered portfolio

WordPress
Free, open-source software to power a blog & portfolio on your server

Domain Registration: (where to buy your domain)

GoDaddy.com
Most hosting services offer domain name registration as well (see below)

Hosting Services:

WordPress Hosting Sponsors
CNET's Hosting Guide
GoDaddy.com
Lunarpages.com
Bluehost.com

Most Popular Free Blogging Services:
Blogger
Wordpress.com (a free limited, yet hosted, version of WordPress)
LiveJournal

Windows Live Spaces
Yahoo!360

Free Online Portfolio Services: (free services often contain ads & restrictions)
ArtistPortfolio.net (free)
Voodoochilli (free)
d-ART: d'Galleries at Fine-Art.com (free & $$%)
AbsoluteArts.com (free & $$%)
MyArtSpace (free & $$35)
FineArtAmerica (free, pay for sales service)
Artist-Listing (free & $$%)
MosaicGlobe (free & $$3)
723 - Online Art Community (free & $$$)
MobileMe (only free if you are already paying for the service)

Reviews of several free portfolio sites
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http://www.artistportfolio.net/
http://360.yahoo.com/
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http://www.livejournal.com/
http://www.wordpress.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.bluehost.com/
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http://www.godaddy.com/
http://reviews.cnet.com/web-hosting/?tag=dir
http://wordpress.org/hosting/
http://www.godaddy.com/
http://www.wordpress.org/

Useful WordPress Plugins:
Google Analytics for Wordpress - easily sets your blog up with Google Analytics
ShareThis or AddThis - adds a button to every post & page with links to publish to dozens of

social networking sites

Headspace2 SEO — helps to make your site automatically more search engine friendly
Google XML Sitemaps - creates a Google-friendly sitemap and updates it auto
Cforms Il or Contact Form7 - adds a customizable "Contact Me" form to your site
Lightbox2 - makes linked images popup in an overlay window
NextGen Gallery - the best gallery plugin for display lots of aloums of photos
WPTouch iPhone Theme - makes your website iPhone friendly
Twitme - automatically publishes your posts to your Twitter account
MySpace Auto Crossposter - automatically publishes posts to your MySpace account
WordPress Email Notification Plugin - lets users subscribe to a mailing list

Useful Articles about Blogging for Artists:
Artists Who Blog - features and interviews artists with a strong online presence so they can
share their tips, tricks, and testimonials
Getting Your Art Online
2006 USAToday article on blogging for artists
Why Music on Your [Art] Website is a bad idea

Find WordPress Themes:
Official WordPress Themes directory
Smashing Magazine — Portfolio themes and 100 & 83 other great designs lists
WPZoom — Wordpress portfolio examples & themes
WPSnap — WordPress themes & all things blog related
WordPress Themes: Best of the Best — another collection of themes
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http://photographyinternetmarketing.com/photography-website-music/
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/webguide/internetlife/2006-08-22-blogger-artists_x.htm
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/headspace2/
http://www.wpthemespot.com/
http://www.wpsnap.com/
http://www.wpzoom.com/design/wordpress-as-a-portfolio-examples-themes-15/
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2007/02/09/83-beautiful-wordpress-themes-you-probably-havent-seen/
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/01/08/100-excellent-free-high-quality-wordpress-themes/
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/04/29/ultimate-guide-to-using-wordpress-for-a-portfolio/
http://wordpress.org/extend/themes/
http://www.linkism.com/webmasters/articles/art-online.htm
http://www.artistswhoblog.blogspot.com/
http://watershedstudio.com/portfolio/software-development/wordpress-email-notification-plugin/
http://noumenon.roderickrussell.com/wordpress-to-myspace-auto-crossposting
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/twitme/
http://www.bravenewcode.com/wptouch/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/nextgen-gallery/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/lightbox-2-wordpress-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/contact-form-7/
http://www.dailyblogtips.com/the-ultimate-wordpress-contact-form-plugin-cforms-ii/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://www.addthis.com/blog/2007/03/22/addthis-wordpress-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/share-this/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-analytics-for-wordpress/

Major Search Engines' Submission Forms:
Google
Yahoo!
MSN Search

Web Traffic Tools
Google Analytics
Google Webmaster Tools
Feedburner
Google Alerts

Artist Directories to Submit to:

The Open Directory Project

Yahoo! Directory

The Pauper's Artist Directory

Published.com

Studio Arts - Online Directory of Local Artists
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http://www.studioarts.co.uk/localartists.htm
http://www.published.com/list/submit.html
http://www.thepauper.com/cafe/showpauper.asp
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http://www.dmoz.org/
http://www.google.com/alerts/
http://feedburner.google.com/
http://www.google.com/webmasters/
http://www.google.com/analytics/
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